WI-154 1856 and earlier
Holly Swamp Farm

Powellville vicinity

Private

The oldest and most prominent nineteenth-century dwelling to remain standing in southeastern
Wicomico County is located on the Holly Swamp farm held by the Laws family for over two
hundred years. The two-story, five-bay center hall plan house, erected around 1856 according to
family oral history, was influenced clearly by Greek Revival design with pediment forms on the
gable ends, paneled pilaster at each corner, and Greek inspired moldings that frame the front door
and adjacent windows. Although of modern construction, the gable-front stoop was reproduced
faithfully after an old photograph of the house. Family history also relates that part of the story-
and-a-half rear wing predates the two-story, tee-shaped main block. Nine-over-six sash windows,
commonly used during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, survive on this one-room
plan structure that stood independently of its adjacent section for a time. Mature cut nails found
in the framing, coupled with the nine-over-six sash windows, place its construction around
1830-40.

William Levi Laws (1793-1877) is credited with the construction of this multi-sectioned
frame house during his ownership of a tract of land he patented called Promised Land. The 723-
acre patent was issued in 1851. An earlier 1826 patent of 100-acre to William Laws was called
Table Lands. Over the course of the early to mid nineteenth century, William Levi Laws
amassed a considerable agricultural estate valued around $85,000 for the 1860 United States
census. He was the wealthiest farmer in northeastern Worcester County. William Laws and his
wife Gertrude (1802-1868) had two sons, James and William L. Laws, to whom the farm was left
in 1877. William L. Laws took occupancy of the main farmhouse, while his brother resided in a
dwelling on the northwest side of the farm according to the 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson

atlas. The brothers are included in the atlas patron list. James Laws is designated with 865 acres,
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while his brother William L. Laws had control of 1005 acres. In 1915 William Levi Laws
transferred 383 % acres of the family farm to Victor H. Laws, Sr. (1873-1946). The farm

remained in Laws family hands until June 2000.



Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No.  WI-154

Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Promised Land, Table Lands
other Holly Swamp Farm

2. Location

street and number 34085 Laws Road __not for publication
city, town Powellville X vicinity
county Wicomico

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

—name Willard J, Rickard
—street and number 34085 Laws Road __telephone
city, town Parsonsburg state Maryland zip code 21849

4. Location of Legal Description

__courthouse registry of deeds. etc. Wicomico County Clerkof Court ~ Jiber 1753 folio 813

city, town Salisburv tax map tax parcel tax ID number 6-006183

5. pri Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
__ district __ public ___ agnculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing
x__building(s) X __pnivate __ commerce/trade recreation/culture 2 __ buildings
__ structure both __ defense religion . _ sites
__ site x__domestic social structures
___ object ___education ___transportation objects
funerary __ work in progress 2 ____ Total
government __ unknown
__ health care ___vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources

__ industry __ other: previously listed in the Inventory



7. Description Inventory No. WI-154

Condition
___excellent ___ deteriorated
X good ___ruins
___ fair __ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

Holly Swamp farm, located on a tract historically known as “Promised Land,” is situated in the center of the
Dennis Election District southwest of Powellville, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story, five-bay, center
hall frame farmhouse faces west with the principal gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. Built in stages
during the mid nineteenth century, the three-part frame dwelling is joined on the property by a single-story log
smokehouse. A family cemetery is located west of the house on the north side of Laws Road.

Dating from the second quarter of the nineteenth century, probably around 1840, a story-and—a-half , two-bay
by one-room plan frame house was erected with nine-over-six sash windows and mature cut nails. Within the
following decade the story-and-a-half dwelling was extended to each side with an attached kitchen on the east
and a large two-story, Greek Revival, tee-shaped main block to the west. There is an oral family tradition that the
main block was erected in 1856. Supported on a minimal brick foundation, the entire house is supported by plain
weatherboard siding, and exterior is sheathed by a combination of plain weatherboard siding and asbestos
shingles. Highlighting the corners of the main block wide paneled pilasters. The medium pitched roof is
covered with asphalt shingles. At the time of the survey in October 2001 the current owner was in the process of
conducting an aggressive building campaign to raise the rear wing to a full two story height and expanding the
rooms northward.

The two-story, five-bay west (main) elevation is a symmetrical fagade oriented around a center entrance and
flanking six-over-six sash windows. The six-panel front door is framed by Greek Revival molded surround with
inset panel corner blocks and a multi-pane transom. The front entrance is sheltered by a gable-front portico
supported on square posts. The flanking window openings have Greek Revival fluted surrounds featuring plain
corner blocks. Louvered shutters remain at each side of the window openings. The second floor is lighted by five
evenly spaced six-over-six sash windows flanked by louvered shutters. The base of the roof is enclosed with a
boxed cornice.

The south gable end of the main block is marked by pairs of six-over-six sash windows located to each side
of the interior end brick chimney. The windows are framed by plain corner block Greek Revival surrounds. The
corners of the gable end are trimmed with paneled pilasters that rise to a gable end pediment. The tympanum of
the pediment is pierced by a pair of four-pane windows on each side of an interior end brick stack.

The north gable end has a blind wall on the first floor and a pair of six-over-six sash windows on the second
floor. The gable end pediment is pierced by a pair of four-pane attic windows to each side of an interior end
stack.

The east (rear) wall of the front block is partially covered by a two-story, two-bay by two room rear wing
erected with the main block. Six-over-six sash windows framed by Greek Revival corner block surrounds light
the first and second floors.

The story-and-a-half rear service wing has been significantly altered with the removal of the second floor
knee wall and rafters. The rear wing is being raised to a two-story height. The rear wing was erected in two
stages with the middle section dating from the first building program. Nine-over-six sash windows mark the
north and south walls of the middle section. Double walls thicknesses between rooms indicate the independent



Maryland Historical Trust
MarY|and |nventory of Inventory No. WI-154
Historic Properties Form

Name Holly Swamp Farm
Continuation Sheet

Number _7_ Page 1

construction of the middle room, which is served by a comer staircase. A late nineteenth-century four-panel door
allows access into the second floor room from the main, tee-shaped block. The easternmost section is a former
kitchen served originally by an exterior brick stack centered on the rear wall. The old stack has been torn down,
and a replacement stack in modern brick is in process of construction against an adjacent shed room off the south
side of the kitchen wing.

Standing south of the kitchen wing is a saddle-notched log smokehouse in a deteriorated state. The owner
stated that he plans to dismantle the log structure and re-use the viable parts in a new construction south of the

present site.



8. Significance Inventory No. WI-154

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__ 1600-1699 __ agrniculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__ 1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
x _1800-1899 x architecture __ engineering __ invention __ politics/govemment
1900-1999 __ art entertainment/ __ landscape architecture  religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation _ law __ science
__ communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settiement __ military __ other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder

Construction dates 1856

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

The oldest and the most prominent nineteenth-century dwelling to remain standing in southeastern Wicomico
County is located on the Holly Swamp farm held by the Laws family for over two hundred years. The two-story,
five-bay, center hall plan house, erected around 1856 according oral family history, was influenced clearly by
Greek Revival design with the pediment forms on the gable ends, paneled pilasters at each corner, and Greek
inspired moldings that frame the front door and adjacent windows. Although of modern construction, the gable-
front stoop was reproduced according to an old photograph of the house. Family history also relates that part of
the story-and-a-half rear wing predated the two-story main block. Nine-over-six sash windows, commonly used
during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, survive on this one-room plan structure which stood
independently of its adjacent sections for a time. Mature cut nails found in the framing place its construction
around 1830-40.

William Levi Laws (1793-1877) is credited with the construction of this multi-sectioned frame house during
his ownership of a tract of land he patented called Promised Land.! The 723-acre patent was issued in 1851. An
earlier 1826 patent of 100-acres to William Laws was called Table Lands.” Over the course of the early to mid
nineteenth century, William Levi Laws amassed a considerable agricultural estate valued around $85.000 for the
1860 United States census.’ He was the wealthiest farmer in northeastern Worcester County. William Laws and
his wife Gertrude (1802-1868) had two sons, James and William L. Laws, to whom the farm was left in 1877.
William L. Laws took occupancy of the main farmhouse, while his brother resided in a dwelling on the ,
northwest side of the farm according to the 1877 Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson atlas.* The brothers are included
in the atlas patron list. James Laws is designated with 865 acres while William L. Laws had 1005 acres. In 1915
William Levi Laws transferred 383 '; acres of the family farm to Victor H. Laws, Sr. (1873-1946). The farm
remained in Laws family hands until June 2000.

; Ruth T. Dryden, Land Records of Wicomico County, 1666-1810, Family Line Publications, 1992, p- 336.
Ibid. p. 397.
? Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Worcester County population schedule, transcribed by John C. Barnes. p- 136.
* John L. Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Wicomico County Bicentennial
Committee, p. 15.
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Holly Swamp Farm

34085 Laws Road

Powellville vicinity, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title

1753/813 Marvic Associates Limited Partnership
to
6/20/2000 Willard J. Rickard
AJS 890/22 Margaret Engle, et al (George W. Engle, Victor H. Laws, Eunice
H. Laws)
to
12/30/1977 Marvic Associates Limited
JWTS 704/21 Maude Truitt Laws

to

12/26/1969 Margaret Engle, et al.
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JWTS 280/354

8/12/1946

JWTS 280/353

8/12/11946

EAT 97/494

10/5/1915

Will Book
WB 5/172 (Labeled 1/572)

Written
1/6/1876
Proved
1/16/1877

Marian W. Curdy, widow
to
Maude Truitt Laws

Victor H. Laws, Sr.
Item2 277.25 acres

Victor H. Laws
to

Marian W. Curdy

William L. Laws
to

Victor H. Laws
383 Y% acres

William Laws
to
William L. Laws
Item First: I give and devise unto my two sons James Laws and

William L. Laws in fee simple to be divided between them....all
that tract of land in said County and State called Promised Land which
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was granted to William Laws on the 1% day of May, 185!

1850 United States Census, Worcester County, transcribed by Ruth T. Dryden, p. 89

William Laws, 56, Farmer
Gertrude Laws, 47

James Laws, 26

William L. Laws 21

1860 United States Census, Worcester County, transcribed by John C. Barnes, p. 136.

William Laws, 67, M, Farmer , Value of Real Estate, $25,000; Value of Personal Property, $$60,000
Gertrude Laws, 58, F

James Laws, 36, M, Farmer

Sally Laws, 19, F

William L. Laws, 31, M, Farmer, Value of Real Personal Property, $1,500
Margaret Laws, 22, F

William R. Laws, 5, M

James H. Laws, 4, M

Thomas E. Laws, 2, M




9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. WI-154

Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, Wocester County population schedule, transcribed by John C. Bamnes.
Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, Worcester County population schedule, transcribed by Ruth T. Dryden.
Wicomico County Land Records, variuos volumes, Wicomico County Courthouse.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 1 acre
Acreage of historical setting 383 acres
Quadrangle name Wango land Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The metes and bounds of the lot are a reduced acreage from the farm, and it is registered as a subdivision. The boundary lines are
arbitrary.

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitle Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 10/24/2001, 11/27/01
street & number P.0.Box § telephone 410-651-1094

City or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legistature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historica! Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600




WI-154

Maryland Historical Trust/ MHT Inventory No.
~National Register of Historic Places
rnegistration Form MET Computer No.

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for
individual properties or districts. For instructions, see the Trust publication
National Register Application Guidelines. Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Holly Swamp Farm
other names Table Lands
2. Location
street & number Route 1, Box I0T L__Inot for publication
citv. town Parsonsburg |__tvicinity
state Maryland code county Wlcomico code zio code 21849
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
@ pnivate m building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district Residence 2 buildings
(U] public-State [Isite Laws Family Cemetery 1790 sites
[ public-Federa [ structure Log Smokehouse structures
[ Jobject objects
3 2 Total
" ame of related multiple property listing: D Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
4, OWNERSHIP (Caecx anZ complete the appropriate Section;
X This resource has 50 or fewer owners. E See Continuation Sheet
owner(s) : Marvic Associates Limited Partnership

(Victor H. Laws and Margaret Laws Engle, General Partners)

date this information was collected: July 1989
This resource bas more than 50 owners.
date this determination was made:
S. RESERVED (leave this space blank)
- submit completed applications to:

National Register Administrator
Maryland Historical Trust

Shaw House

21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401




Registration Form, page 2

6. Function or Use MHT Inventory No.: WI-154
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic single dwelling (family Single dwelling residence

dwelling since first quarter 19th
— century)

Log smokehouse (early 19th century)
7. Description

Architectural Qlassifica?ion Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _brick

walls _wWeather boarded, plaster interior
walls

roof __asphalt shingles over wood

other

Pre Civil War farm dwelling (quite
good proportions)

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY:

Holly Swamp Farm is a pre Civil War, mid-19th century farmhouse of good propor-
tions. The dwelling was built in 1856 (the rear portion probably thirty years
earlier) on a plantation owned by William Levi Laws.

The dwelling is T-shaped, 2% stories in the front and 1% stories in the rear.
The front section has rooms on either side with self-contained chimeys. In the
rear is one large room which was probably a sitting room with a smaller room on the
south side probably used as a borning or sick room. In back of these two rooms is a
room which originally had an exterior chimney. In this room is a small wrap-around
stairway leading to the second floor. Behind this is a kitchen with a large exterior
chimey. The main part of the house on the second floor has an L-shaped hall with
four bedrooms leading from it and a small room which was originally an office. The
exterior features of the main section are symmetrical with two windows, upper and
lower, on each side of the stoop. There is a window on the second floor over the
entrance. The front stoop has been reconstructed according to an old photo. An
interior feature is a main stairway which is original with a maple hand rail. The
mantel in the parlor, doors, trim and floors are all original as is most of the
window glass (6 over 6 sash in front and 9 over 6 in the older rear part). On the
south side is the one-story porch with original brick floor.

margin

The dwelling is well-maintained, furnished with family and period antiques and
oriental rugs.

margin

There remains one exterior building (a meat/smokehouse) which is a log struc-
ture. Originally there were implement sheds, a loom house, barns, barnyards,
grainery, corn cribs (pole buildings) and tenant houses.

There is a Laws cemetery on a rise a short distance from the dwelling. The
oldest tombstone is William L. Laws, Sr. (1793-1877).

DSee continuation sheet

For GENERAL DESCRIPTIQON, see
continuation sheets,




margin

Registration Form, page 3

8. Statement of Significance MHT Inventory No.: WI-154

the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ national [X] statewide [j] local
Applicable National Register Criteria E] A D 8 D C D D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) . D A [:] B8 D C D D D E D F D G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Residence of Laws family approxi- 1826-1989

Significant Dates

1836-1856

mately 200 years. The land and

dwelling have been owned by the

Laws ramily Tor approximately 200

years. Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Architecture
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY:

Holly Swamp Farm is significant because of the architectural character and age
of the dwelling. Of interest also is the old Laws cemetery and a log smokehouse

still in existence.

The timber for the house was grown on the farm, cut, dried, sent to the mill
and returned to the site where it was used to construct the dwelling. The hand
finishing is much in evidence in the fine work on doors, trim and the wide heart-pine

flooring.

The dwelling was built and was added onto as the William L. Laws' family grew.

early as 1826. The house has been owned continuously by the Laws family and a

granddaughter of William L. Laws is now in residence.

~ Although 1856 is the date most often given, the older part in the rear could be as

‘'margin

[]see continuation sheet

For HISTORIC CONTEXT and MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC

PRESERVATION PLAN data. see continuatin-

shoote




Registration Form, page 4

9. Major Bibliographical References MHT Inventorv No.: WI-1534
. DSee continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested [Jstate historic preservation office
[Ipreviously listed in the National Register [ ] Other State agency
L__]previously determined eligible by the National Register L__] Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark DLocaI government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings L__]University

Survey # DOther
Drecorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repository:

Record #

' 10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 384+

USGS quad _42° latitude 62° longitude - Wicomico County Map [t v(t L €
UTM References

Al L e by ] T T =1 T I O T [ B B A
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
o T I N T AT I T L ol Lb vl Ll L !

L__] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Both sides Laws Road approximately 2% miles southeast of Mt. Hermon Road and 2% miles
west of Powell School Road.

L__]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

Deeds from early 1800's.

- L__]See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle _Victor H. Laws, Margaret Engle and George W. Engle
date July 17, 1989

organization
street & number _1124 Riverside Drive. Sali shury telephone (301)742-4208 or (301)835-8635
city or town _Rt. 1, Box 101, Parsonsburg state _ Maryland zip code _%%g_g_%_

———
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Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data
Whitehaven Schoolhouse, WIi-155
Wicomico County, MD

Historic Context
Geographic Organization: Eastern Shore
Chronological/Developmental Period: Industrial/Urban Dominance (A.D. 1870-1930)

Historic Period Themes: Social/Education/Cultural

Resource Type

Category: Building

Historic Environment: Rural village

Historic Function and Use: This building functioned as a school between 1886 and
1937. Between 1937 and 1975 it was used as a church hall and sunday school room
for the Whitehaven United Methodist Church.

Known design source: None
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